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Easter is the most important festival in the Chris- 
tian calendar. It is the commemoration of Jesus's passion, 
death and his rising from the dead, an act of ultimate love 
for the sake of humankind. Easter comes at the end of Lent, 
and the week leading up to it is called Holy Week. 

Palm Sunday is the first day of Holy Week and 
celebrates Jesus' arrival in Jerusalem riding on a donkey. 




Crowds of people came out of the city to greet him, throw- 
ing down palm branches on the road. 

On Holy Thursday Christians remember when 
Jesus ate the Passover meal with his disciples, breaking 
bread and drinking wine, which is now known as the Last 
Supper. Since then this meal has been symbolically re- 
enacted by many Christians as a way of drawing closer to 
God. This is called the Eucharist, which means 
'thanksgiving'. It is a reminder that Jesus sacrificed his life 

for us, willing to give us 
even his own flesh and 
blood so that we may be 
nourished and able to have 
eternal life. 

The Bible tells us 
that, later that night, Jesus 
was betrayed by Judas 
Iscariot. After his arrest, 
Jesus was brought before 
the Jewish high priests 
who found him guilty of blasphemy because he called him- 
self the Son of God. They handed him over to the Roman 
governor, Pontius Pilate. 

As was the custom at the time of the Feast of Pass- 
over, Pilate gave the crowds the choice as to which of the 
two prisoners should be freed: Jesus, or Barrabas, a notori- 
ous criminal. Ironically, the same crowd who had wel- 
comed Jesus with palm branches a few days earlier now 
chose Barrabas to be released, and Pilate condemned Jesus 
to death by crucifixion. This event shows us how inconsis- 
tent people can be - one moment glorifying Jesus, the next 
condemning him. 

On Good Friday, churches hold services meditat- 
ing on the events leading up to Christ's death: his interro- 
gation, flogging, the mocking by the Roman soldiers, and 
his journey with the cross to Golgotha, the place of his 
death. Finally he was stripped naked and nailed to the 
cross, where he hung in agony for three hours, jeered at by 

the crowds, before he died. 
Despite unspeakable pain 
and agony, Jesus was will- 
ing to accept everything 
upon himself so that hu- 
mankind may be recon- 
ciled with God and be 
saved from eternal con- 
demnation. 

Easter Sunday 
marks Jesus' resurrection. 
The Bible tells us that Mary Magdalene went to the tomb, 
followed later by some of Jesus' disciples. They discovered 
Jesus' body had gone and that the tomb was empty. Jesus 
then appeared to Mary and many of his disciples, speaking 
with them on separate occasions during the following forty 
days. As he left them for the last time, Jesus promised to 
send the Holy Spirit so the disciples would know God would 
never leave them. He then ascended into heaven. The 
Church celebrates this on Ascension day. 
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Dear friends, Jesus' journey into Jerusalem, then 
carrying the cross up to Golgotha, his dying in agony, and 
his resurrection all show us the tremendous love that God 
has for us. It is for this very reason that Easter is the MOST 
IMPORTANT celebration in the Christian religion. With- 
out Jesus' death and resurrection, there would be no salva- 
tion, and there would be NO Christianity. 

This is the reason why it is so important that all of us 
who are Christians make time for ALL the celebrations that 
take place during the Holy Week. We must journey with Jesus 
along every step in order to understand and appreciate the 
heights and depths of God 9 s love for us. If we do not journey 
with Jesus in his agony, our joy at His resurrection would 
also be diminished. On the other hand, if we are willing to be 
at Jesus ' side whether it is along the road or below the cross, 
the joy that we feel on Easter Sunday will be tremendous. Jt is 
a reward for us who have shown that we have been faithful to 
Jesus. 

May the Lenten and the Easter season this year be 
a time of spiritual renewal for all of us. May we take this 
opportunity to become more devoted Christians who are 
willing to love others as God has loved us. 
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Holy Week Schedule (31 March,l-4 April 2009) 

Palm Sunday Mass at 8.30 A.M. 
Holy Thursday Mass at 6:30 P.M. (Lenten Rec- 
onciliation on Thursday at 5 P.M.) 
Good Friday Services at 5 P.M. 
Saturday Easter Vigil at 7 P.M. 
Easter Sunday Mass at 8:30 A.M. (Easter activity 
after Mass) 
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